
Yosemite Camping 
 

Yosemite is one of the most well-known areas in California perfect 

for camping.  It has been visited by thousands of people from all 

over the world, and many of these visitors come to enjoy the 

camping sites that Yosemite has long been boasting. 

 

Many people consider Yosemite camping for several goods 

reasons.  One of the most common reasons for this increasing 

preference is that Yosemite has a number of campgrounds 

available for visitors to stay.  At these campgrounds, you’ll witness 

all sorts of natural wonders, including the high mountains, 

meadows, groves, waterfalls, the spectacular views of the 

Yosemite Valley, and a number of wildlife.  Indeed, Yosemite is 

all about the wilderness. 

 

Yosemite currently has about 13 popular campgrounds available 

for people to use.  Of these campgrounds, about half offers 

reservations.  These reservations are deemed important from April 

through the month of September as during these months a large 

number of campers flocked to Yosemite for different reasons.  

There are also other campgrounds that offer first come, first served 

basis for those who wish to experience an ultimate Yosemite 

camping.  According to some reports, this first come, first served 

campsites are often filled by noon from the month of May through 

September. 

 

The Yosemite camping sites are located within and outside the 

Yosemite National Park.  Those that are located within the park 

and the valley usually accept visitors at 10 o’clock in the morning.  

This is also the exact time for check outs.  Also, it is interesting to 

know that for those who wish to explore the campgrounds through 

vehicles, the maximum length of the campgrounds is about 40 feet, 

much larger compared to the Yosemite camping sites located 

outside the valley which only covers about 35 feet.  And, just like 



the rest of the camping sites, these campgrounds limit camping 

activities in seven days from the first day of May through the 15
th

 

day of September. 

 

On the other hand, the Yosemite camping sites located outside the 

park and the valley open services for check-ins and check-outs at 

exactly 12 noon.  There is also a 30 day camping limit within the 

perimeter in any calendar month.  And, two of these Yosemite 

camping sites, Wawona and Hodgedon Meadow, are open for 

campers year round.  The others are only open during the summer 

months. 

 

Just like the rest of the campgrounds, there are a lot of rules and 

regulations to follow while using the Yosemite camping sites.  For 

instance, only 6 people are allowed per campsite, and when the 

clock hits 10 PM, that marks the start of the quiet hours which last 

till 6 in the morning.  Also, generators are available for use only 

between 7 AM and 7 PM, and the electrical extension cords must 

not be connected to the camping site’s restrooms.  Pets are also 

allowed at these Yosemite camping sites, but only on specific 

areas. 

 

So when planning to go on Yosemite camping, note all the 

regulations set by the campground of your choice.  Also, consider 

reservations especially on peak seasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yosemite Camping Reservations 

 

 

So you’re a camping enthusiast?  You love camping and you want 

to make sure that your camping vacation in Yosemite will turn out 

one of the best.  Well, there’s no better way of making that 

possible than to consider Yosemite camping reservations. 

 

The Yosemite camping reservations are designed and developed to 

be reserved in advance.  However, there are some campgrounds 

that offer only the so-called “first come, first served” basis.  This 

trend is very much common during summer in which about 400 

campgrounds throughout Yosemite are available on such kind of 

service.  But since, the first come, first served basis seemed like a 

matter of chance that you may need to arrive early for you to 

obtain the best camp site, many people consider Yosemite camping 

reservations a great alternative. 

 

The Yosemite camping reservations are now offered in large 

numbers.  About half of the region’s 500 campgrounds require 

their customers to do reservations before they make their visit.  

Well, with this availability, making reservations for camping 

activities in Yosemite can be a bit easy.  All you need to do is to 

find the right campground and make your reservation based on 

what you need and prefer. 

 

Typically, the Yosemite camping reservations are made available 

one month ahead at a given time. It is often suggested that if you 

want to obtain the best selection of camping sites, it would be best 

if you make your Yosemite camping reservations on the 15
th

 of the 

month. 

 

You can reserve camping sites in Yosemite in two best possible 

ways.  First, the reservations can be done by telephone.  All you 

need to do is to contact the National Park Service (NPS) through 



these numbers: (800) 436-7275, (301) 722-1257 or (888) 530-

9796.   The second most possible way of making your Yosemite 

camping reservations is to go online and use the Yosemite camping 

reservation system which is offered by the NPS themselves. 

 

However, when making your camping reservations online, it is 

important to know first which camping site you really want to stay.   

Think about having at least two or three campgrounds in mind and 

try to compare them according to what they can offer.   Also, 

consider your right choice based on the campground size.  As you 

may know, the small campgrounds used to fill up first, but much to 

your surprise, they provide a more pleasant and smoke-free area 

during the evenings.  And, note that when using the Yosemite 

camping reservation system online, you are only entitled to one 

camping site at a time. 

 

If you’ve made the reservations based on the terms and conditions 

set by the reservation system, you are required to arrive on time 

especially on the first day.  If you failed to come on a given date, it 

is important to contact the reservation site or else your Yosemite 

camping reservations will be cancelled. 

 

 

 

 

Yosemite Climbing 

 

How is Yosemite climbing different from those in other places? 

For sure, this too would mean that the fit hikers will more likely 

summit than those that are otherwise.  

 

Aside from the fact that all climbs, regardless which part in the 

world, require a great deal of patience, perseverance, strength, and 

a huge supply of water, what makes Yosemite climbing stand out 

is it impact on both the local and international climbing society. It 



has been the training ground for would-be climbers for several 

years. A lot of people who wish to know the basics of climbing or 

those who wish to develop them all troop from different parts of 

the globe to participate in Yosemite climbing. Most of these people 

know more things about the place than the US climbers do. One 

reason is because several methods and tools used on difficult peaks 

all over the world were initially improved during Yosemite 

climbing.  

 

Yosemite climbing does not really mean you need to have the 

focus needed by those who want to summit Mount Everest. It does 

not ignore those who just want to climb because they simply do not 

know how else to spend their weekends; or those who have never 

even hiked up anything steeper than the farther streets in the 

neighborhood. Yosemite climbing has actually something in store 

for those who are far from being experts in climbing. 

 

The Half Dome’s Snake Dike is one of the two easiest when you 

talk about Yosemite climbing. As with all hikes, it is best to start 

Yosemite climbing early before the heat makes climbing doubly 

hard. There are actually two routes to follow to the Snake Dike. 

The Mist Trail means a tedious and a more uphill trail. The direct 

route however, may be otherwise, although you need to understand 

all the detailed directions of the trail. The Snake Dike is a three-

foot-wide and a 600-foot-long area.  

 

The second Yosemite climbing suggestion for non-experts is the 

East Buttress of El Capitan. This is different from all the other 

Yosemite climbing done on El Capitan because this is fairly easy 

compared to all the others. Anyone can easily hike to and from the 

East Buttress in one day.  

 

Yosemite climbing features trails that cater to climbers with 

different levels of experience. If you are really a climbing 

enthusiast, there are several routes that can serve as your training 



ground. Furthermore, you can also sign up and be a member of the 

Yosemite Climbing Association which can help you enhance your 

skill make your endeavor more worthwhile. And even if you 

haven’t been to the peaks of the most difficult climbs, half of the 

fun is in your journey to the top – falls and all. 

 

 

 


